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Summary 

Iraq has begun using nerve agents on the A1 Basrah front and 
Mkely will he able to employ it in militarily significant 
guantifcies by late this fall . An Iraqi nerve agent capability 

could have a significant impact on Iran’s human wave tactics , 2i 

forcing Iran to give up that strategy . jrag's use of chemical 

weapons alone is not likely to result in an Iranian acceptance of 

an negotiated settlement , however » as long as Ayatollah Khomeini 

remains in 'power . | 1 2£ 
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This paper was prepared by ^office of pear Eastern and South 

Asian Analysis with support from the Office of Scientific and Weapons 
Research . comments and quer ies are welcome and may be directed to the chief 
Persian Gulf Division , NESA 
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Capabilities 
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Iraq already has a small-scale nerve agent production capability and 
probably has a small stock-pile of nerve agent munitions. Unless the chemical 
facility at Samarra is successfully bombed or production mistakes are made, 
the facility should begin full-scale production sometime late this summer. 

Once full-scale production begins, Iraq should be able to produce sufficient 
nerv£^jents to fill about forty 250 kilogram bombs per day. This would give 
JiatJhdad about J.UUO bombs by December,. even with some production and. 


limited battlefield use during the late summer and fall.l 







Effectiveness 
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Nerve agents are much more effective than mustard chemicals on the 
battlefield. Exposure through breathing vapors, eye contact, or as little as 
^ drop on the skin can cause reactions within minutes. The victim losses 
control of all organ functions and usually suffers an agonizing death. The 
nerve agent used by Iraq has a very short effective life span and depending on 
weather conditions is dangerous only for about five minutes to one hour. It 
is therefore a very good offensive as well as defensive weapon 

Iranian Response ' Su 



Tehran's attempts to bring international pressure on the Iraqis to stop 
he use of chemical weapons will probably continue to have little influence on 
Baghdad. While Iran has the capability to bomb Iraq's chemiral wpann^c 
Pr9^iQn -±a c111tles,..iHfc SD5E they do not know exactly where this 



facilities are located. 



25X 



21 



2i 




TOP SECRET L 

Sanitized Copy ADproved for Release 2010/08/09 



i 



CIA-RDP85T00287R001 301 080001-0 



25 



2i 

25 





Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/08/09 : CIA-RDP85T00287R001 301 080001-0 






Impl 1 cat ions 

tn J! < I r a L Starts usin ® nerve a 9 ents *n large quantities, Tehran will have 
t° war s^ategy. Iran's human wave tactics are especia^v 

susceptUjie to nerve agent attacks, and If Iran does not achieve a roalor 

fuw y ^ Ct °^ by - th1s winter * « P rob ably will not be able to in the 
Tn ?? e damans not directly Injured by chemical attacks would 

Battlefield J Sr Ser1 °| S raorale P rob1e,ns and are likely to flee the 1 

rasa,? 

c„n n i, I , raq / ould ?, 1so P reem Pt Iranian attacks by using the weapon on Iranian 
supply and assembly areas. Direct hits would no longerbenecessarvtotakP 

ea^fy retake U so !% HAW ?t SiteS hea d9uarters. Saghdad could probably 1 
anfnl y re * k f some territory, such as the Majnoon Islands, by usina thenerve 

S!. 1 ^ p gn , l t1 r ab °M an , h ? ur before advancing. ..Attacks on 
U “h lr a ^1 atte mpt to force Tehran to the^Tegotiatin p 

sottiiLnt tbat A ^atollah Khomeini will agree to a negotiated 

i™ sr^s s nrsM'tsn:?' ras a »-£<»& 

shift his hardline policy with little public warning.! " 11,81 c8se ’ he m,9tlt 
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